S /0A *

SEECES

MESSAGE: SING PRAISES (HUMNEO)
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Praise is the highest level of work that God's
children can do. Praise is the highest level of
manifestation of our spiritual life. We praise God for
He is good. We praise God for His great deeds.
We make known His glory through praise. We exalt
His name through praise. God, therefore,
establishes His throne in the praise of His people.
In Chapter five of the book of Ephesians, it says:
"...speaking to one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
with your heart to the Lord..." Throughout the entire
Bible, we can easily see the importance and
blessings in singing praises to God.

In Chapter 16 of Acts, it records the story of
Paul and Silas who were arrested in Philippi for the
name of the Lord. It says: "The crowd joined in the
attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates
ordered them to be stripped and beaten. After they
had been severely flogged, they were thrown into
prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard
them carefully. Upon receiving such orders, he put
them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the
stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying
and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners
were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a
violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison
were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew
open, and everybody's chains came loose." What
a wonderful spiritual life they showed that they
could sing songs of praise to God when in great
distress. We do not wait for God to change our
difficult circumstance before we praise Him.
Instead, by our praise, God can cause the prison
door to open and chains unfastened.

Paul and Silas not only prayed while in prison,
but also sang hymns of praise. In the original
contexts in Hebrew, "sing hymns of praise" was
expressed with one word "humneo". "Humneo"
means "praise through singing hymns". In
Matthew Chapter 26, Lord Jesus celebrated His last
Passover with his disciples. At the meal, Jesus
explained to them the meaning of His bread and
cup. "While they were eating, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his
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disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to
them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins.", "And after singing a
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives..."
Jesus went on His way to Gethsemane where the
most dreadful war awaited Him. The word "singing
a hymn" used in this reference is also "humneo".
We believe that after leading His followers singing
praises, the Lord bravely entered the great war of
the cross and triumphed.

In the time of Moses, after God led Israelites
passing over the Red Sea, Egyptian soldiers
attempted to cross it. "Then Moses and the
Israelites sang this song to the LORD: "l will sing to
the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and
its rider he has hurled into the sea. The LORD is
my strength and my song; he has become my
salvation. He is my God, and | will praise him, my
father's God, and | will exalt him."(Exodus 5:1-2)
Israelites saw the mighty deeds of God and sang
praise to Him.

David was a king who was after God's heart. He
understood the key of God's presence was the Ark.
Therefore, he endeavored to find the Ark and
brought it back. After the Ark settled in, David
ordained a group of people whose specific duty was
to sing praise to God. In | Chronicle Chapter 16, it
says: "He appointed some of the Levites to minister
before the ark of the LORD, to make petition, to
give thanks, and to praise the LORD, the God of
Israel: That day David first committed to Asaph and
his associates this psalm of thanks to the LORD:
Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make
known among the nations what he has done. Sing
to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful
acts." David truly knew God for he understood that
sing praise was a "must" among all services before
the Ark. Likewise, our services before God today
can not lack singing praises to Him either.

In the time of King Jehoshaphat, the sons of
Moab and Ammon with some Meunites came to
make war against Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat
sought God's help, and God comforted him by
assuring him that the battle is not his but God's.
After consulting with his people, the king "appointed



TR o QB AT RG  TRK 2K
FREA S ARPERRrE s R B T F
HUR AL B B PR I E s
FHIAcE « Flu hEE NG LG o
BAPRT AL g ARBIFOR
[ R A »lv?ét—;' GrEge o AW L E_f
Afpeng iz o TR S BEHEE Pt

iE ~ PR E gk iR R R T g &
Lenfrdt A s B A s fod JHL A -
'fw)r'??ﬁ»%fﬁ'( e, (AT oL 21-22)

;,ay

GLEEEE T S
ToaFhErT A LRAAL T
SR L R ERL | 0 P B H) 6P
# PRI i b B
ThREw o Tprgar %A‘ia?ﬁé
£ AP aRE . i%%?%” g F e
QLR g B 4 A AR F -
¥ - TN Agae L > TR
Q?ﬁbi E'K'fr'g‘ ~ ra-ﬁ'ﬂ*fr'i;‘zg',%ﬁ'g’” S AF

g P HEE B o

E I A g R Rz o (7 2%
ﬁmﬁ%i—%ﬁtﬁ$¢,mm%ﬁ
HEA o TATECR S R - BRI
B F i A fF“ﬁ?ﬁ?i,EHré SR
FIAGE

BB TEBREES
RIB= &5 5F
&% T BpEess -
FoRIREYEE o
BELF | BREDS
SR GTERIKRA
B O5K3Z ~ BRtpFo
FE AR EER o
2B | R b R35FeB
BAREROR |
BERZPHFITF )
PIFPIRZRIRE ©
i‘.ﬁ’ri&%?« 131 Fi

those who sang to the Lord and those who praised
Him in holy attire, as they went out before the army
and said 'give thanks to the Lord, for his
lovingkindness is everlasting." Whenever we deny
our own feelings in the darkest hour and still sing
out songs of praise from our faith, God will take
care of us. Therefore, "...When they began singing
and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the
sons of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had
come against Judah; so they were defeated." (Il
Chronicles 20;21-22)

The book of Psalms is book specifically talks
about praise. The meaning of "Psalms" in Hebrew
is "accompanying songs with musical instruments".
Hence, people in the time of the Old Testament
usually sang, instead of reading, aloud the chapters
in the book of Psalms. Psalms 40 says: "...He put
a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our
God..." This new song is a song all children of God
can sing. Sing praise is also a blessed command
God has given to us that "Praise the Lord! Sing to
the Lord a new song, And His praise in the
congregation of the godly ones."(Psalms149:1)

Even till the end when God's purpose is completed,
all saints and the lamb will stand on the mount of
Zion and sing songs of praise. That new song will
be sung forever and ever. We shall all praise the
Lord both now and forever more!

Hark! ten thousand voices crying:

"Lamb of God"! with one accord;
Thousand thousand saints replying;
Wake at once the echoing chord.

"Praise the Lamb," the chorus waking,
All in heaven together throng;
Loud and far each tongue partaking
Rolls around the endless song.

Hark! the heavenly notes again!
Loudly swells the song of praise:
Through creation's vault, Amen!
Amen! responsive joy doth raise.
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DON'T QUIT - KEEP PLAYING

A mother, wishing to encourage her young
son's progress at the piano, bought tickets
for a Paderewski, a famous concert
pianist, performance. When the night
arrive, they found their seats near the front
of the concert hall and eyed the majestic
Steinway waiting on stage.

Soon the mother found a friend to talk to,
and the boy slipped away. When eight
o'clock arrived, the spotlights came on, the
audience quieted, and only then did they
notice the boy up on the bench, innocently
picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”.

His mother gasped, but before she could
retrieve her son, the master appeared on
the stage and quickly moved to the
keyboard.

"Don't quit - keep playing ." he whispered
to the boy. Leaning over, Paderewski
reached down with his left hand and
began filling in a bass part. Soon his right
arm reached around the other side,
encircling the child, to add a running
obbligato. Together, the old master and
the young novice held the crowd
mesmerized.

In our lives, unpolished thought we may
be, it is the Master who surrounds us and
whispers in our ear, time and again, "Don't
quit - Keep playing." And as we do, he
augments and supplements until a work of
amazing beauty is created.



