BREXRALR
LOVE NEVER ENDS

iz&;mm;_‘"rskﬁg e A E IR
b F %R F oo g AR \m?\b’é
P d g ERRERGR G o ALy 7R
HERE L YA L AR b
B AR R SR e
Foprro jEEOF R fog s -
AN AR gr ok T RS

LA EAAKIIER S AT
G b EFNG - B R e
FABEE > EACRIFAEABE o A F
me’ﬁ_}/‘\—vﬁpllﬁ;’(: N
§ 8 (NI AT R R R S
m) o ARG - f@s*}_%;,&;akm‘e%—% ;
ui%%ﬁim&%&% S S IRV
F R oo T RIS kW —\Kfal

A

o

GREP (7 R) @i A T
AP HEMEE b - A2 o A pFE
Big B2 GoR bR b o e LSS
B2 (S FARLL A o e -
BRAFA > AR o BN F IR
T o fzi%%iﬁvmé_ﬁ— Bl 3z3 RE
A - B mp ¥ S Boge > A
B E P iﬂaﬁ— B RA kPR
Feg AP BARGAM oo b BB H 0 4
PR AR § R RS o AR foss 4
}f&j;*ﬁj;‘;;rﬁ ’ 5&@%&?: | # % ﬁ,ﬂ;{fi e
R4 A f““,j}"‘ MRS 3T
7o A*nﬂ\;ﬂ}s ARSI > RNT ,i
A o ek §OF fot J{HA A 4F o g
w2 e sEERAept 0 Ao BB A 4

& 0 FlE Aok w K o ‘\%émﬁ‘\m%
R ez » NE 4 Lt A ERD
BRI - BRI { 7#;14./!*@‘
A b} g;f,'ju] e § A4 B i
Yoo N GE N s Eo —g—fjﬁ 3 HIE o

Happy families have a lot in common;
unhappy families have their unique
difficulties. Whenever thinking about my
family, I feel powerless. I could not choose
parents, or the type of family. I have no
control over my parents’ characteristics,
tempers, or social status.

I came to the U.S. in 1998. I was slightly
more fortunate than many foreigners because I
have a family in the U.S. Although coming to
unite with my family members, I was not too
excited about it. There were four members in
this family: my father whom I only saw three
times since childhood, my stepmother whom I
never met, and my sister who came along with
my stepmother. Even it was my family, yet I
was like a total stranger to it.

I had always lived with my mom in China.
Divorce was not common back then, but my
mom got married two more times after having
divorced with my father. She was a nice
person, and I love her dearly. Having
experienced two stepfathers, I clearly knew
how a family with parents from different
marriage relationship would be like. Before
departing for the U.S., I was advised by my
mom to be extra cautious about the feelings of
my new family members, especially my
stepmother. She asked me to be tolerant and
make best of the new environment. As long as
I succeed in the U.S. in the future, I could
careless about her afterwards. However, |
made up in my mind that if I could not get
along with my father or stepmother, I would
immediately return to China. I had no
expectation toward my new family in the U.S.,
neither did I expect to receive love from my
stepmother. However, God is indeed
marvelous for [ saw His love from my
stepmother.
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In the initial period of time, I struggled to
fit in the new environment. I had to learn the
new language, and the future seemed to be
very uncertain. My mood often swung with
the uncertainty I faced. My father was not
sensitive to my struggle, yet my stepmother
could sense it. She often spent time talking to
me and helping me. Sometimes, I really
wondered about her. My experience with my
stepfathers in China was that although they
tried to help me, they could really love me in a
natural way. They would do things for me, but
never spent a lot of time talking to me. One’s
affection is easily revealed when talking to
another person face to face. I carefully
observed my stepmother, for I did trust people
easily. I did not believe she could love me.
However, I discovered that she was an
ordinary middle age woman who would be
upset for small things, but she truly cared
about me, not herself. This loving care was
something I never saw from either of my
stepfathers or even relatives in China.

My stepmother’s physical condition was
rather weak. As a third-grade teacher, she was
usually exhausted when coming home from
school. Nevertheless, she was still willing to
accompany me in working out many problems.
We spent many tearful nights together. Not
only seeing her love for me, I also heard many
of her testimonies. She told me that after
getting married, she and my father came to the
U.S. for academic advancement. They
struggled a lot in their marriage, especially my
father was quite ill tempered, to which I can
attest. Therefore, | could sympathize with her.
But she comforted me by saying that my father
had greatly improved after becoming a
Christian. I also witnessed his change in the
past three years. I was never an emotional
person, but things regarding broken family
relationship always touch me in a deep and
great way. Upon hearing her many tearful
testimonies, I was moved. Through her, God’s
love really encouraged me. That was also why
I invited Jesus to my heart at the second visit
of my parents’ church. It was a gospel
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meeting. [ felt quite sleepy during the pastor’s
preaching, but when he gave out the alter call,
the Holy Spirit came upon me. I wept greatly.
My parents were very amazed, because they
did not expect me to accept the Lord so soon.
I believe it’s the Lord’s gracious hand that led
me this way. He allowed me to go through
many families without love so I would
appreciate love when seeing it. Spotting light
in the deep darkness, I immediately followed
the light.

I was baptized in the end of 1998. God
has done marvelous things in my life in my
process of searching Him. Many people in
China sympathized my unfortunate
upbringing. Yet, I knew that I also had some
personality flaws.

I used to lie quite often, but now God’s
marvelous work on me has made me feel very
unease to lie. When first arriving in the U.S., I
went to sign up for classes at a community
college. Because I had not resided in
California for one full year yet, I had to pay
non-resident’s full tuition. On one hand, I
really did not want to burden my parents, but
on the other hand, I also worried for my
academic future. I first tried the city college
of my home town, and the tuition was as high
as over $100 per unit. I then went to another
college in the vicinity to see how much it
would cost to study there. The one who
received me asked to see my green card.
Without paying attention to the length of time
of my stay in the U.S., he erroneously quoted
me the cheaper resident fee. 1 was very
excited, and did not remind him of the truth. I
thought my parents would rejoice with me
later. However, to the contrary, they were
very upset. My father scolded me, and my
stepmother asked me to tell the truth to the
college for we should not cheat. I was very
reluctant and thought that might be my only
chance to immediately resume study without
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having to delay for another year (in order to
qualify for the resident fee). I struggled for
three days, and my father also nagged me for
three days. Finally, I had to go back and tell
they the truth.

I told the same person what happened. He
was first confused and then silent for a while.
Finally, he looked at me saying: “I have never
encountered such kind of thing. You are very
honest, and you want to pay a lot more tuition.
But, we will not let you pay this amount!”
Therefore, I was able to attend city college
very smoothly just like that. God has taught
me many marvelous lessons. That lesson was
to teach me that honesty is very important.

I was also a very indifferent and hard-
hearted person. My second stepfather had a
little daughter, seven years younger than I.
The first time we were together was after our
parents were gone to work, and we were
sitting on sofa watching TV together.
Suddenly, she stood up and pointed her fingers
at me saying: “Who are you? You are not part
of our family! You should leave!” Out of
great anger, | stared at her harshly and threw a
cup at her. The cup was broken, and she
started to cry loudly. I loudly rebuked her:
“Shut up!” It was the time when I was deeply
hurt, I also hurt many others.

I thought I was person without hope.
Learning was just a routine responsibility in
my life. I often thought: Is there any place on
earth that really belongs to me?” Searching
hard in my heart, my conclusion was “none”.

I always tagged along with my mom. I felt I
was like a useless burden for her, nothing but a
drag. There was a time when my mom had a
tough time supporting me, she thought about
giving me to my uncle or aunt. But, no body
wanted me. For a long period of time, I felt
pointless to live on, yet had no courage to
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commit suicide. For about two months, my
mom had to go out of town for work. She left
me with her father, who had no control over
me. [ was in junior high, and would spend
many evenings fool around with young adults.
Every night when returning home, I felt a deep
sense of meaningless and wanted to either die
or become a nun. [ was very familiar with
various theories of evolution or politics taught
in school, but could not find love in any of
them. After becoming a Christian, Bible has
enlightened me a lot, and never contradicts
what I learned in science.

I was a person full of revenge. I had hard
time forgiving anyone. Many of my relatives
had hurt me in different ways since my
childhood. Irecorded in details what they did
against me. [ would remind myself
occasionally not to forget what they did.
Marvelously, after believing in Christ, I found
love and forgiveness in my heart. Whenever |
thought about my relatives, although
remembering vividly what they did to me, I do
not hate them any more. God has let me see
that actually I hurt them a lot as well.

God also teaches me to let go of worldly
things — money, fame, school, career, ..., none
of these can compare with God, His love and
His House.

I found Christian Assembly of San Gabriel
Valley at the beginning of this year. I was
attending a church in Cerritos, but I was later
admitted into Cal Tech. Every Friday night, |
would go back to Cerritos for Church
fellowship, but my father would urge me to go
back to school next morning. The only advise
he gave was: “Be diligent.” He wanted me to
study diligently, but I really want to attend
Sunday worship. Many months passed by, I
finally could not bear it any more. I found this
church through its website. Due to my shy
personality, I would come and sit in the very
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back. I love to come here because I would cry
every time I come. I really feel at home when
hearing others’ prayer or singing. I thought I
would only cry once, but I ended up with
crying every time. The great thing about
God’s house is that wherever you go, with or
without a church, as long as you meet with a
Christian, you would feel like having met your
own brother or sister.

God’s house is just like here. God knows
our need for a home of love. He gave me a
wonderful home on earth, but I am even more
grateful for the wonderful home in heaven. He
has led us meet in this home every week in
order to know Him more.

I would like to share with you a few
passages. The first verse my stepmother
shared with me was about love as written in [
Corinthians: “Love is patient, love is kind, and
is not jealous; love does not brag and is not
arrogant, does not act unbecoming; it does not
seek its own, is not provoked, does not take
into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice
in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.” 1 think through
this kind of love, God met me, and
continuously leads me to know Him more.

The second passage is Romans 1:19 &20:
“because that which is known about God is
evident within them; for God made it evident
to them. For since the creation of the world
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, so
that they are without excuse. His words
explained to me the reason of struggles I
suffered. Deep within each person’s heart,
there is a place for God and can only be filled
by God. When seeing His pure words, love
and light for the first time, I felt that I knew
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Him long time ago. Whether believing or not,
just examine honestly in ones heart, one has to
admit that we all need God.

The third passage is Matthew 11:27-30:
“All things have been handed over to Me by
My Father; and no one knows the Son, except
the Father; nor does anyone know the Father,
except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son
wills to reveal Him. Come to Me, all who are
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn from
Me, for [ am gentle and humble in heart; and
you shall find rest for your souls. For My
yoke is easy, and My load is light.” After
believing in the Lord, I still often relied on my
own effort to accomplish things. Sometimes,
making a wrong turn and being brought back, I
would pray to God, who then spoke to me: “I
fully understand your sufferings in the past.
Why do you still carry the load on your own?
It is as foolish as a man stands in the elevator
and still insists on picking up the heavy load
on his own shoulder.” Upon hearing His
loving advise, I could not help but cry. Many
times we suffer as a result of our own work.
We thought no one knows our suffering, but
God always does. God is our perfect father
who knows all of our needs and sufferings. He
is an almighty God.

After believing Him for two years, I have
had no regret. God truly loves us. I originally
had nothing, now everything. This God of
love also loves you. I sincerely wish you can
have the same blessing I have. Once you walk
out of darkness and enter into His marvelous
light, you will understand what I mean.

Sister Jia Mao



