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THE LORD’S GRACE OVERFLOWS
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I. 1ONCE HAD A VERY COMFORTABLE AND
SMOOTH LIFE

Being the youngest among all relatives’ children, |
was brought up under tremendous tender loving
care of my relatives. Therefore, the fact of growing
up without a mother did not impact me too much.
What | received from my father as his own child and
relatives far exceeded what | lost for without a
mother. The world was beautiful and bright in my
eyes.

| got married early and gave birth to two sons.
Many people envied the great life | had. Religion to
me was something unnecessary and distant. |
thought religion was good for it advised us to do
good things, but it really did not have much to do
with me at the time. It was for people who are
weak, or in suffering. Because everything in my life
was very smooth, | did not need to turn to God for
help. Besides, | regarded it an insult to seek help
from God when one had a need. (How foolish |
was!)

Il. Troubled Marriage Changed My World

When life seemed pretty comfortable, unexpected
changes silently entered into my life. My husband
left for Taiwan for further business development.
The distance of both time and space gradually
resulted in a big problem in our marriage. Although
I tried to solve the problem and moved back to
Taiwan, because | could not bear the fact of sharing
my husband with a third party, our marriage
eventually broke up.

After our marriage broke up, | did not leave for the
U.S. immediately. It was because my husband
business had troubles and was greatly indebted. |
tried to help him out through my well paid job.
However, taking care mortgage payments and
expenses of houses in Taiwan and U.S. was a
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great burden. The worse thing was that our tenants
moved out at that time. Financial pressure was
tremendous on our back.

Being brought up in a carefree environment, | did
not know how to deal emotionally with the troubles |
had. | had to worry about the feelings of my
husband and my relatives. | dared not tell my
family my troubles. Therefore, | would go to work
during the day as if nothing happened, and cried
and argued with my husband at night. After many
sleepless nights, | often lost control of my emotion
and ability to function normally. My physical
condition was also in trouble. My guess is that my
children might be afraid of seeing me. Even | was
afraid to face myself.

My life was no longer simple, nor smooth. Trials
and blows came to me one after another. The
brightness and happiness | used to see seemed to
gradually disappear. Along with difficulties in life, |
gradually walked into darkness.

lll. The Lord’s Love Comforted Me for the First
Time

During the two-year stay in Taiwan, | returned to the
U.S. once. My friend brought me to a church
meeting. (Of course, | went mainly for socializing
with her.) We were late for the meeting and the
congregation was singing hymns. Before figuring
out what they were singing, suddenly | had a great
urge to cry. The urge came from no where but was
very strong. | had no choice but grabbed my
friend’s key and ran to her car.

The moment | sat into her car, | wept bitterly. In the
meantime, | felt a gentle breeze touched me. | felt
my skin was gone, and only bloody flesh could be
seen. A voice whispered at my ears saying: “It's
okay! It's okay!” | cried even louder, and all the
feelings pressed deep within burst out. Those days
of suffering, tempting to suicide at the top of roof in
a dark night, being rushed to hospital emergency,
broken marriage, the lifeless manner of a walking
dead woman, ... , suddenly appeared in my mind.
They were also suddenly and miraculously healed.
| discovered there was someone who fully
understood my feeling and suffering. Who was
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that? (The Lord, of course.) My friend prayed with
me that night. That was the first time | ever spoke
to the Lord and asked Him to take away all my
wounds. Again, tears streamed down on my face
could not be stopped. Even though I had such a
marvelous experience, | still refused to accept the
Lord. What a hardened heart | had!

IV. The Lord is the True Light That Shone into
My Darkness

Then | returned to Taiwan and started to attend
church meeting at Christian Assembly. I had a
natural urge to seek, although not knowing what to
seek. | remember once we were studying John
Chapter 8: 12, which said: “Jesus said to the
multitude: ‘l am the true light. He who follows me
will not walk in the dark, but receive the light of life.”
Suddenly it felt like a ray of light shone into my dark
heart. That feeling was so true and clear. Again |
was in tears for | suffered so much in the darkness
and finally found comfort from light. Similar
experiences repeated a few times, but I still did not
accept the Lord. The funny thing is that | was
seeking, and found the truth, but still rejected it.
Oh! What a hardened heart!

In 1997, | came back to the U.S., finally left the
unresolvable vicious cycle. | came almost empty
handed with a suitcase. Through a friend’s help, |
moved into a Christian lady’s home. Later on that
lady left the U.S., and a Christian couple moved in.
| was constantly accompanied by Christians during
those days. It really was not a coincidence, but the
Lord’s keeping hand. Little by little, | was revived.

V. Repeated Grace Did Not Melt My Hardened
Heart

In February of 1999, | lost my job. |was in fear for
no income would come in. One month later, |
received two checks which were the scholarship
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applied in the prior semester. The sum of both
checks was greater than my original monthly salary.
The Lord showed me again His love. However, my
stubbornness still prevented me from accepting the
Lord.

It was all because of my pride that prevented me
coming closer to Him. | thought to accept the Lord
when | was in a troubled condition was not objective
and lack of dignity. It would be a manifestation of
weakness and failure to face reality. | should not
behave in such a weak way. Therefore, even
though | had experienced the Lord, | would just wait
until my living condition was further improved. Also,
| did not fully know everything about this faith, so |
should wait for a little while. Looking back now,
how foolish | was!

VI. The Lord’s Love Finally Brought Me Back

Because being unemployed during that period of
time, | had some time to quietly read the newsletter
sent by Christian Assembly of San Gabriel Valley.
The main topic of the issue | read was “Prayer”. A
desire stirred up in my heart, and | longed to know
this God who listens to prayer. In the same period
of time, a Christian sister often called me and
prayed with me on the phone. | experienced how to
fellowship with the Lord.

Later on my roommate shared with me a tape
testimony titled “Lily in the Field”. | was deeply
touched by it. The seed God sowed in my heart
gradually sprouted. He guided me step by step and
answered my many questions. | finally realized it
was His love that has brought me home. | accepted
Jesus Christ to be my Savior and confessed He is
my only Lord.

VII. God’s Word Opened My Understanding

Although being saved, | was still unclear about the
meaning of baptism. One day, for no obvious
reason, | suddenly wanted to read Bible. A
Christian sister in Taiwan once gave me a copy of
Bible, but I carelessly tossed into my luggage and
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brought it to the U.S. Fortunately, my roommate
helped me to find it.

| went back to my room and immediately started to
read it. | flipped to the page where the red string
was placed at. It was Romans Chapter 6. While
reading on, | saw: “Or are you ignorant that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have
been baptized into His death?” “We have been
buried therefore with Him through baptism into His
death, in order that just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we
might walk in newness of life.”

While reading the passage, God’s words were light
a golden sound pounding strongly on my heart. It
was very clear and powerful. | suddenly
understood the significance of baptism. Itis
definitely not a formality as | used to think. | saw
my own ignorance and stubbornness in the past
that | always attributed God'’s grace to be
coincidences. My heart was full of thankfulness.

VIIl. The Lord Leads Me All the Way

In the past, | always tried to comprehend the mighty
God with my little mind. Now | realize it was an
impossible task. | used to ponder outside the vale
of the temple. Once entering through the vale, |
experience the loving kindness of the Father God. |
should have entered into His house earlier instead
of wasting all these years!

| am still a baby in His house. After baptism, | felt
like a student who just completed the registration
process. It was just a starting point, not finishing
point. | have a lot to learn and a long time to grow.
Difficulties may still come into my life, but | know
clearly that God will always have a good and
perfect purpose about it. Every time | fall, | have to
remind myself to turn to Him, obey Him and
continue to walk in His way.
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( ZUEFFH 263 B )

After becoming a Christian for a little bit over a year,
I have experienced peace, hope and joy, which far
exceed challenges in my life. God’s grace is truly

wonderful. | want to offer thanks, praise and glory
to my loving Lord.

(Sister Tina Huang)

My dear Lord, You have called me back.
Facing your love, I feel deeply ashamed.
Oh Lord, Your love is beyond
one’s comprehension,
because You love someone even like me.
Oh Lord, Your marvelous love, it’s length,
width, height and depth are beyond measure.
Although my sinful life offended You many
times, Your everlasting love has finally
brought me home.
(Hymnary 263)



