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ENDURANCE INSPIRED BY HOPE
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Paul wrote two letters to church of the
Thessalonians. The first one specifically
talked about the second coming of the Lord,
and the second one the coming Lord. In the
beginning of both letters, Paul thank God for
them and continually remember before God
and Father “your work produced by faith,
your labor prompted by love, and your
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ.” 1Th 1:3

What is our hope? Why do we still need
endurance when having hope? In the above
scripture, it indicates that our hope is in our
Lord Jesus Christ. Col. 1:27 also states :
“Christ in you, the hope of glory. “ We all
hope to appear in glory with Him when He
appears. Today, the fact that Christ dwells in
us is our hope of glory.

It is because Lord Jesus Christ is our hope,
God needs to weave the life of Christ in us in
our life time. The purpose is that we will be
able to receive the fullness of Christ one day.
The indwelling Christ makes our hope possible
and realistic. It takes endurance every day to
complete God’s perfect will for us and to make
our hope come true.

I. If We Hope for What We No Not Yet
Have, We Wait for It Patiently

The reason we have hope is because our
inner eyes have been open and seen what was
unseen. Just as it is stated in Ro 8:24 -25: “For
in this hope we were saved. But hope that is
seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he
already has? But if we hope for what we do
not yet have, we wait for it patiently.” If only
for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to
be pitied more than all men.

What we are hoping for is unseen and
eternal, but able to control how we live our life
and cause us to wait patiently. In Hebrews
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chapter 11, it says: “All these people were still
living by faith when they died. They did not
receive the things promised; they only saw
them and welcomed them from a distance. And
they admitted that they were aliens and
strangers on earth.” Faith can make real in
our hearts this unseen hope and enable us not
to love this world.

II. The Hope and Endurance of Jesus

The Lord Jesus also saw the hope set
before Him, and, therefore, despising all
shames and finished His way of the cross.
What was the hope our Lord saw? In Hebrew
12, it talks about the author and perfecter of
our faith, “who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

The Lord’s hope was the joy set before
Him, which is His children, also His glorious
church.

For this hope, the Lord was able to despise
all shames; for this joy, the Lord endured the
cross. He now has won the victory and sits at
the right hand of the father God, waiting for
His church to grow up and share in His
victory.

M. The Hope and Endurance of Paul

Paul (originally Saul) saw the Christ in
glory and the glorious church on his way to
Damascus. Prior to that, he persecuted
Christians, but the Lord said he was
persecuting Him. It was because the head and
body, just as Christ and church, were one in
the resurrection realm.

This vision became the hope that captured Paul
all his life and enabled him to be martyred for the
Lord. As he said in I Cor.: “For our light and
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal
glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal.”

What we can see with our fleshly eyes are
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temporal and will surely decay, but our hope is
eternal and glorious. Paul had this hope, so
sufferings in this life were “light and
momentary”. Therefore, he could endure and
run toward the goal.

IV. Because of Hope, Endure until the
Lord’s Second Coming

Vision brings forth hope; hope inspired
endurance. Just as the poet said in Ps 130:
“My soul waits for the Lord more than
watchmen wait for the morning, more than
watchmen wait for the morning. “ Dawn is the
last hour before the daybreak, the time
watchmen are most weary, and also the time
needs to be most alert.

The Lord is the “daybreak”. When
He comes darkness will be gone. Right
now is the darkest hour before His coming.
We need to wholeheartedly wait for Him
and finish the last segment of our journey.
“Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land
to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is
for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be
patient and stand firm, because the Lord's
coming is near.”(James 5: 7-8)

Some golden day break Jesus will come;
Some golden day break, battles all won,
He'll shout the victory, break thro' the blue,
Some golden day break, for me, for you.

Sunday Message of brother Timothy Liang
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Our hearts are greatly moved whenever
thought about “church”. Church is the body of
the Lord, the fullness of the Lord, God’s
children through out all generations, cleansed
by His precious blood, born by Holy Spirit,
redeemed by the Lord, the master pieces of the
Holy Spirit, the glorious wife of the Lamb, ...
The more one thinks about it, the more joyful
one becomes, and more glorious the thought.
Therefore, church is not just a building, or
merely a group of people. It is through the use
of building, God gathers us, works on us and
makes us a part of the heavenly church. We
are untied with the Lord forever, united with
God’s purpose, and united with all saints. God
does eternal work and makes us significant
and valuable.

What moves me the most in the church is
to meet with the Lord. The Lord Jesus is
where the church is. Every time when we
come to church, we know the Lord is here, and
we can meet with Him. The Lord is living,
desires to appear to us, speaks to us, and He is
real. Many times, we are touched by His love
and filled by His Spirit in the breaking of
bread meetings; we realize His preciousness
and His fullness in Bible study meetings or
message meetings. Such blessings refresh and
strengthen me. Therefore, I can greatly rejoice
in ordinary living. Not only I have these kinds
of experiences, but also many other Christians
from all parts of the world have similar
experiences. They came to church and had a
encountering with the Lord, so they were
changed.

What is precious is that we are not
just a meeting with people, but with the
Lord. He is true and living, and able to
open our eyes. His Spirit moves within us
and makes the Lord so dear, so nice and so
sweet. Experience like that sometimes
becomes the great turning point in our life.
Also, it provides fresh provision to our
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life, and enables us to walk with strength
and in His protection. I thank the Lord for
in the church I often meet with the Lord
and am therefore blessed.

Just as stated in one of the songs in
our hymn book (no. 678): “Beyond my
highest joy, I prize her heavenly ways, Her
sweet communion, solemn vows, Her
hymns of love and praise.” Church
cherishes the Lord the most, then Christian
brothers and sisters. One of the greatest
blessings God gives us is members of His
body so that we can serve together, pursue
together and praise together. We are often
weak and need encouragement of one
another. We do not always stand on the
peak and never fail. The precious fact is
that one member’s love for the Lord will
rekindle our love; one member’s faith will
strengthen our faith; one member’s virtue
will influence our life in a positively way.
The life we have from the Lord is a life
that can fellowship, a life that is connected
to the Head and function properly together.

Does that mean all years in the
church are perfect without troubles and
desolation? We will always fall short of
good virtues, and often fail, for that is our
true condition. I myselfis even more
often so, but the precious blood of our
Lord constantly covers us, and His Spirit
works inside of us to swallow all death.
His love never changes and always
supports us so that we can have hope and
be changed.

I thank the Lord for church. I will put

myself more in the church and proceed
forward with all my brothers and sisters.

Sister Mary Wang



