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MESSAGE: THE SACRIFICES DESIRED BY GOD
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David said in Psalms 51: "The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A
broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou
wilt not despise." After confessing his sin
and repenting, David asked God to create
a clean heart and a willing spirit within
him. Because he gained a revelation that
the kind of sacrifice God desires is not
burnt offerings but a broken spirit. With a
contrite heart, he went before the Lord
and humbled himself. Therefore, he
received the joy of salvation and declared
His praise. What a satisfying offering he
had offered before God! God will use this
kind of life to build up the walls of
Jerusalem.

When the love of God melts our heart
and causes us to offer our body to Him as
a living sacrifice, then every thing we do
becomes praise and worship to Him.
"Through Jesus, let us continually offer up
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that give thanks to His name"
(Heb.13:15). "Praise" is the kind of
sacrifice we should always offer,
regardless of our mood or circumstances.
We offer it due to our understanding of
God's will and the realization that we are
His honorable priests. "Bless our God, O
people, And sound His praise abroad"
(Psalms 66:8), for He alone is worthy. He
is holy, who is enthroned upon the praises
of Israel (Psalms 22:3).
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BROKE THROUGH WITH PRAISE

In 1799, ruler Napoleon's power was at its
peak. No one could stand against his
army. Once at the order of Napoleon,
General Manasen led eighteen thousand
soldiers to invade Austria. A little city
called Feldkirk was located at the border
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of Austria. Feldkirk was not equipped with
armed forces nor even prepared for such
an invasion.

It was on Easter morning when General
Manasen's army arrived outside the little
city. They camped at the hill top. The
residents of Feldkirk gathered together
and discussed the procedures of
surrender. The whole city was in chaos
and lost control. Several meetings had
been held since early morning, and they
completely forgot about the worship
meeting to be held on Easter morning.

In one of the gatherings, an older deacon
stood up and said: "Brothers, isn't today
Easter, the day Jesus Christ the Son of
God triumphed over death through His
resurrection? We have spent much time
since this morning discussing and still
have reached no conclusion. Therefore, |
suggest that we, who are incapable in this
situation, go to church and worship God
now. As for our enemies, let God deal
with them Himself!" As a result, the bells
of every church sounded loudly, people of
the entire city assembled in many
churches and worshipped God through
hymns and praise.

General Manasen was a very experienced
soldier. When he heard the voices of
praise, he said to his soldiers: "Something
is wrong! For this morning the city is filled
with cries of fears, but now it is full of
voices of singing and praising. Their
rescue must have arrived! Let us
withdraw immediately!" Therefore, God
defeated the enemy for His children at no
cost to them.

"And when Jehoshaphat had consulted
with the people, he appointed those who
praised Him in holy attire,..., and when
they began singing and praising, the Lord
set ambushes against the sons of Ammon,
Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come
against Judah, so they were routed" (Il
Chronicles 20:21-22).



