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MESSAGE: THE WAY OF THE CROSS
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When walking on the way of the cross,
Jesus had a calling toward His disciples to
take up their cross and follow Him.
However, at that time disciples did not
understand the true meaning of "taking up
the cross" until later when the Lord
revealed to them, after He was risen,
received up and sat down at the right
hand of the Almighty God in heaven.
Although His cross is victorious, and the
salvation has been completed, the
slaughtered Lamb of God still calls us to
receive His crucified life and follow His
footsteps.

The way of the cross is not a way of
suffering, but that of denying oneself. For
only when one denies himself can he take
up his cross, as said in the Bible: "...If
anyone wishes to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me..." (Matthew 16:24). When a
Christian is willing to deny himself and
fully surrender to the Lord, he will discover
that the weight of the cross feels just like
wings of a bird. It no longer drags him
down like a heavy burden but takes him
upward to a higher ground. Therefore,
may we all become precious companions
walking on the way of the cross.
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EXCHANGING A CROSS

There is a hymn called "Exchanging the
Cross", which talks about a story of a
female Christian who had undergone
much suffering in her life. Therefore, she
always thought no one else suffered as
much as she did, and her cross must be
heavier than others. She often wished to
exchange her cross with others.
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One day she had a dream, in which she
saw many crosses of different sizes
scattered around on the ground. One of
those crosses was very beautiful
decorated with gold and precious stones.
She said to herself: "This cross must be
comfortable to carry." So she tried to take
it up. However, it was too heavy for her to
even pick up. Then she saw a nicely
carved wooden cross decorated with
many pretty flowers. She thought that one
should be easy to carry, so she tried to
carry it on her back. To her surprise,
many sharp stings were hidden
underneath those flowers. She continued
to seek and try many more crosses, but
none was easy for her. Finally, she saw a
very plain looking one without glorious
decorations but a few dear words written
on it. She tried to carry it and felt just
right. Then she took a closer look at it and
found out it was her own cross, which
turns out to be the lightest among all.

Therefore, every environment we
encounter will not exceed what we can
take, for God has carefully measured it
according to the capacity of our spiritual
life.

RirER®E(E

THE LAST LETTER FROM WATCHMAN NEE

I SR

=

Vs EARR S AW FER
ooen® o F AR N Lt R
oo AER e EME g o

Peace be to all saints who partake in the
sufferings, the kingdom, and the
endurance of the Lord Jesus.

In these last twenty some years, | have
heard much regarding you, but have had
little fellowship with you. However
because of the demands from within, |
earnestly long to have fellowship with you
in order that we may receive the riches of
His glory.
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How excited are our spirits whenever His
glorious and holy name is mentioned. We
can only bow in worship when we think of
His great grace. At the sound of His
voice, we are beside ourselves. We are
moved to shed tears mingled with
compassion, excitement and joy. We
rejoice in the hardships that we have gone
through because we have been found
worthy to suffer in our bodies for His
name's sake, on behalf of the Church, to
fill up that which is lacking in Christ's
affliction. On the other hand, we
nonetheless feel our own weakness and
worthlessness. Yet He nevertheless is our
glorious Lord, deserving of our all. For
Him, there is not one price that is too great
to pay. He is God's focus, and our
assurance and reliance. Apart from Him
we can do nothing.

In this long night, suffering and dispersion
have come upon the children of God. Our
sorrow is heightened because of the lack
of true fellowship. Furthermore, rumors
and disputes have done much to injure
our spiritual lives. Many have been led
astray from the way of the Son of God by
these chaotic and dark conditions. We
need the Lord to have mercy upon us
that we may bow down before Him in
His light, and be led to walk on the way of
life. That we may lay aside all that we
have, all that we are, and all that we are
capable of in order to deliver ourselves
over to death for Jesus' sake that the life
of Jesus may be manifested in us.

In the days to come, we still have a long
way to go. We are unable to meet the
needs and to do the work with that which
we have learned and come to know in the
past. We see the impoverished condition
of the children of God; many have gone
astray and are lost, the fields have fallen
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apart. And faced with these needs, we all
the more feel that we are indeed poor with
very little to give others. How can we help
but cry to the Lord, "Lord have mercy on
us!". May He have mercy on us that His
surpassing strength will be manifested
through these weak vessels.

These are solemn times. God's
requirements are high and His choosing is
stringent. If we stay in what we were,
what we had in the past, we will be unable
to keep up with the work the Lord would
accomplish in this day. God has used the
last twenty to thirty years for us to
experience an extraordinary way so that
His risen life may be revealed even more
in us, and the testimony of the church may
be the manifestation of that risen life.
Thus may the manifold wisdom of God
now be made known through the church
to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places.

The need today is to ask God to raise up
fitting vessels to meet the demands of this
generation. Without useable vessels,
there will be no work. May He revive His
work! May He first revive us! Only when
we allow God to first work in us, can God
accomplish a greater work.

May the love of Christ constrain us so that
we offer ourselves, receive the calling of
the Lord and take up His commission.
May the children of God thereby receive
more abundantly of His word and
sustenance to fill our spiritual lives, and
gain power to lead lost souls to the
Saviour.

May the Lord have mercy on us. May all
glory be unto Him forever. Amen. May
we be true to the Lord.



