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MESSAGE: THE UNSHAKABLE KINGDOM
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When Jesus was born, the entire city of
Jerusalem was unease. Although the son of
man walked on the lowliest way, his words and
deeds were full of heart moving power.

In John chapter 8, the Lord said: "He who is
without sin among you, let him be the first to
throw a stone at her." Everyone's heart was
condemned. One by one, they left the scene
and could not condemn the woman who was
caught in the very act of adultery. Peter denied
the Lord for three times. When the Lord turned
around and looked at him, the Lord's great love
shook Peter's heart, so he went out and wept
bitterly. The Lord said on the cross: " Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing." The heart of the criminal who was
hanged next to him was greatly moved.
Therefore, he asked the Lord to remember him
when He comes in His kingdom. When the
Lord said on the cross: "It is finished!", many
were shaken. The veil of the temple was torn
in two, and the earth shook; and the rock were
split. People that watched beat their chest, and
the centurion and his guard said: "Truly this
was the Son of God!" The Lord died for us,
and His death shook the power of Hades.
Through His death, he has abolished the one
that controlled the power of death, that is, the
deuvil.

In Chapter 12 of Hebrew, it says:"...And His
voice shook the earth then, but now He has
promised, saying, 'Yet once more | will shake
not only the earth, but also the heaven. 'And
this expression, "Yet once more," denotes the
removing of those things which can be shaken,
as of created things, in order that those things
which can not be shaken may remain."

We thank the Lord for giving us the eternal
life which is the resurrected life of Jesus. This
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life can not be shaken but remain forever.
Every time when we are shaken, and when our
natural life is removed, we may feel difficult to
continue to walk on the way of the cross. Yet,
we should be thankful, for each shaking means
for the things which can not be shaken to
remain. What we ultimately receive is the
unshakable kingdom of God.
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STORY: USABLE VESSELS MUST GO THROUGH FIRE
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A brother once visited a potter's plant to
observe the production process. He noted that
the potter made many nicely shaped vessels
out of clay. Not only did he make the surface
smooth, but also painted it with beautiful
designs. At the end, the potter placed all the
well painted vessels into the furnace and
heated them up to a very high temperature.
When the heating was done, he saw about two
third of the vessels could not tolerate the heat
and were damaged. He then questioned the
potter if that heating process was really
necessary, for many beautifully painted vessels
were destroyed. The potter answered him:
"Vessels that do not go through the heating
process may appear as beautiful as the ones
that do. However, those vessels are useless
for they can not hold even water, otherwise
they will melt. Besides, after the heating
process, the beautiful painting will then really
unite with the vessels. No matter how hard you
try to wipe it or wash it away, they are united as
one for good. Therefore, vessels have to go
through fire in order to be useful, and the
design can therefore remain."

"Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery
ordeal among you, which comes upon you for
your testing, as if some strange thing were
happening to you; but to the degree that you
share the sufferings of Christ, keep on
rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His
glory, you may rejoice with exultation."

(I Peter4:12 & 13)






