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UNDER HIS WINGS

| was born and raised in a Christian family. My
father's father served as an ordained deacon in his
church. Even back in early 1900s, many of my
mother’s family members became Christians
through the preaching of missionaries from
England. Therefore, in my little world, the existence
of God was as natural and sure as visible things in
this world. | believed that He existed, and that He
had saved us in order to give us His eternal life. |
also believed His supernatural power which could
help me in time of need. Although my life was
rather smooth and easy when growing up, deeply in
my heart, | knew He was a stern God of whom |
was very afraid. Therefore, | was living under two
folds of controls: one of God and one of my
parents.

In my childhood, | often envied other kids who did
not have the fear and controls | had in a Christian
family. Other kids could easily get by with lies after
playing on the street instead of studying homework.
However, my parents when having doubts about my
excuses would just comment as: as long as God
knows the truth, that is good enough for us.” That
kind of comments brought a lot of unease into my
heart. Therefore, even until today, | personally feel
the best way to bring up a child is to bring him or
her to God who sees everything.

As a child, | liked to use certain verses to my
advantage regardless the fact that | often applied
them out of context. One of my favorite verses
was: Jesus likes to have children come to Him.”
Hence, | erroneously believed that as long as
remaining as a child, | could always come to God.
Therefore, | always refused to read or understand
more truth in the Bible so that | would not know
enough to grow up. Another one was: “...forgive
others...up to seventy times seven.” So, | believed
that God would always forgive me for my mistakes
for Jesus said so Himself. That was why
sometimes | dared to misbehave and did things not
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pleasing to Him. However, | was smart enough to
carefully behave and ask for His forgiveness when
encountering a need so that He had to help me out.

My parents were probably fed up with my insincere
attitude in following Jesus. Therefore, when | was
in my 20s, they prayed that God would match me
with a mature and stable Christian brother in order
to help me out spiritually. During that time, it was
very difficult to find a Christian family in China, but
under the miraculous guidance of God, | met my
current husband. My parents were thankful and
relieved.

Unfortunately, in the early stage of our marriage life,
instead of becoming spiritual companions earnestly
pursuing God, we indulged ourselves in worldly
pleasures and had barely anytime for God. When
pursing worldly pleasure, we made a lot of friends
who became our help in time of need. It seemed
that nothing was too hard to do on our own.
Everything in our life was working out very well.
Actually, even till today, we are not clear about what
made us depart from all seemingly easy life to
come to the United States. As far as the
immigration idea, even our parents objected to it
very much. They worried that we were not able to
survive in a foreign country. My mother prayed for
us and asked only God’s will to be done concerning
this matter. She asked the Lord to open the door if
He willed, otherwise, to close the door.

Looking back what happened on the day of
interview with the officer in the U.S. Embassy, |
have to admit it had to be God's hand to make it
happen. Standing in line waiting for my turn with all
sorts of documents in my hand, | was not aware
that a very important one was missing. According
to my attorney who advised me later on that no visa
would be granted without it. Nevertheless, God
performed a miracle in order to show us that He
chose this way for us. Therefore, without any
trouble, | was able to obtain proper visa to come to
the U.S.
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I remember vividly when | walked out of the door
with visa in my hand, my mother’s eyes showed
very mixed feelings. On one hand, she
wholeheartedly wished me to stay by her side; on
the other hand, she wanted God’s will to be done
not hers. The decision of going to the U.S. was a
very cruel one for her, but she believed that God
must have His perfect will on this matter.

Indeed, God has a perfect will in this arrangement.
After obtaining visa, we started a series of
preparation work for the departure. There were
only so much we could pack in the luggage, but we
suddenly realized the most important we need to
learn was to walk with the trustworthy God. We
became serious in the pursuit of God. In the last
year or so at home, our family often tearfully trusted
usin God hand and prayed that He would

continue to guide us in the foreign land.

Finally we came to the U.S., a brand-new and
uncontrollable world, where we were disconnected
from all the net work and reliance built on old
relationship. Like two little kids, we held on tightly
to God’s hand and trusted Him every step of the
way. Obeying the sincere advise by family, the first
and foremost thing was to seek a proper spiritual
home. With God’s marvelous and clear guidance,
we came to this church and felt settled for we were
connected to the heavenly source.



A AR ':VB’\H;F}@ v B4
iEAL T — AR B REPRE i ’v"‘?u]
£ l?i - 28 w,rni k] T

P BTG fRATF T ERAR o "L%f
’é s AA Bl AL AL R X 4D
e fplrt gy g > AL ROBO Al 2
oo F_ATRT < 3 e A PP AN
PF AR A G T B iR s A Y
Begy 4 50 @ APy 8B
oo do AR R R KRS
e lf ot & A 80 Benig 2 B AR I kT
PRI - ko TR ARE R o A AR
- R R R A E R A KA

oo o FoAd eFTEs o AL R SR T

FE P ’ij’dé’%iﬂémﬁﬁ’%
ES: IR S L e
Fp RGVEPR o A A - B H ‘ﬁb (g

0 R E FIR PR L AN PG
& G AP RE pE gl s o

Ra{-x—iirlf Fad ,;fé—‘b@ pﬁ?
s e -&//fr’x B o T3 \f%hf/f_%?
I SR S e
fFend it o %H“WR%’ﬁ%%i
(S KE&%’V{’ Hrr) & —‘#‘rg FOH A A
SRR B AR B
F 1\‘, TFE%’;'TF;» y 14 ﬂaa‘; ﬁ“"fé-i"l :é.#k . ,).
1 (s Bl4F AN A4 iR £ oad ?r

Sk ts - B AEIEI T R BA 0 3
aﬂ W W o

*}5 TR RN (o RS E 0 &

L FHIREEE (S

# o e B & oo
WRANCH ) AR LT o S
Z% DA REER 4 - B EA D
Wt o - B E o fF o S
BAALS HE T T ARE R MR

After bought a car and obtained driver’s license, we
patiently waited for His guidance regarding the next
step, contrary to what we used to do. When
residing in China, we had an extensive network
through friends and relatives. My husband

network was as big as that of AT&T, and mine was
comparable to that of ROBO. We never really
needed to learn to wait on the Lord for guidance.
However, in order for us to know we belong to Him,
God delivered us out of the earthly relationship and
taught us to solely trust Him. As a strangerin a
strange land, many times we could do nothing but
kneel before Him. Gradually, we experienced that
He is our timely help. We have changed from the
spiritual condition of just temporarily obeying Him
for special need to fully trusting Him in everything
we do.

For example, we were seeking God  guidance in
job searching. Our church also prayed for us
regarding this need. In one particular Tuesday
night prayer meeting, many Christians earnestly
prayed for our need for job, and God proved to us
His faithfulness. The prayer meeting ended around
8:30 p.m. Ataround 10 p.m., | received the
opportunity of my current job. Our employers have
treated us very well. Especially, they are Christians
too, so when it was time for our church’s semi-
annual conference, we have had no trouble getting
time off. We got this job one week after my
husband passed driver’s license test. God’s timing
is always the best!

Now we enjoy a stable life with good job, good
church life and on-going fellowship with God. God
is not only in our hearts, but also in our daily life.

My husband and | are learning to love and support
each in the Lord. We truly feel that there are three
members in our house, the loving Father God and
two of us. In the past, we frequently quarreled and
reached no conclusion. Now we both learn to come
to Him for help and guidance. Bible tells us not to
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remain angry after the sun sets. Therefore, | now
have a great hope for whatever the disagreement
may be, it will be resolved before the sun sets. My
husband is usually the one who humbles himself
and talks to me in order to obey God’s will. | am
thankful for His fresh loving kindness, which does
not just save us but to give us His fullness.

Christians often said that human being does not
have a lot of love. Initially, | strongly disagreed with
that saying and thought | was full of love and
compassion. Speaking of love, there is no greater
love than that between parents and children.
Therefore, when | first came to the U.S., | missed
my family very much that | would cry to sleep.
During that time, | dared not sing my mother’s
favorite hymns or even think too much about her.
However, when time gradually passed by, now after
spending two years in the U.S. | can sleep without
trouble. | was surprised and disappointed at my
change. | can well justify my change, but honestly |
have to admit that my love is very limited and
decreases along time. Compared to our love,
God’s love is always full and fresh. For the sake of
love, He came into the world, and laid down His live
in order to wash our sins. Many times, we offended
Him, misunderstood Him and rebelled against Him.
He never leaves us but patiently wait for us with His
great love and wide-open arms. There really is no
greater love than His!

Lord said that He had come to give life to sheep
and give abundantly. God not only gives me life,
He also waits for me to grow until one day | reach
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His full measurement. A story recorded in the book
of Deuteronomy always moves me. It talks about
the way God trains us is like the mother eagle trains
her baby eagle. She stirs the nest so the baby
eagle falls out. But at the meantime, she will fly
underneath her baby with her wings widely
extended. Therefore, when the baby tries to flap
his still weak wings and ends up with falling
downwardly, she can catch him in time. In the
same way God trains us. Sometimes, when we
encounter difficulties, we know it is God training us.
We learn to trust Him, and when tired, He will catch
us and lift up us.

My mother has also seen through God’s guidance
on us. She often said: “I truly wish you were by my
side, but | wish even more that you can learn to
walk with God and be used by God.” Therefore,
when she called us, she only asked: “Have you
been in the Lord all this time?” If our answer is yes,
she does not have to worry or spend a lot of money
on long distance callls, for she knows every trial is
the opportunity for us to grow as long as we remain
in Him. Thank the Lord for we gradually learn to
know Him and appreciate the wonderful salvation. |
used to be satisfied with being a baby Christian and
had no desire to go further in God'’s great treasure
because | was afraid to pay the price.
Nevertheless, God’s everlasting love keeps on
calling me and assuring me that all treasures are
mine with the great price He has paid. | can receive
His grace and overcome all obstacles by merely
trusting Him. He has pioneered through all
sufferings for us. What I have to do is to open my
heart to accept His love and all the fullness in Him.
May my testimony increase your desire for pursuing
the Lord.

Ashily Ma



