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LORD, YOUR LOVE IS SO SWEET
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| grew up in a Christian family; therefore |
was baptized as a baby. Going to Sunday
school for me as a hyperactive child was
an incredibly painful experience. At church
| learned that there was a Savior, Jesus
Christ, who died for our sins. Although |
physically attended the church, | was
actually thinking of the toys in my pockets
and the ice cream store down the street.
After a few years went by, the only thing |
remembered was that phrase- "Jesus is
the savior".

When | was growing up in Taiwan, |
always dreamt that the United States was
going to be the greatest place for children.
As soon as | came to the States, | realized
that this dream was just not just for
everybody. My family emigrated from
Taiwan to a small town in lowa when | was
twelve years of age. We started a Chinese
family restaurant with my father as the
chief cook, my mom as the manager and
cashier, my sisters as the waitresses, and
myself as the dishwasher. Because of the
language barrier, my family stopped going
to the church after a few times. We were
in immediate trouble once we forsook the
Lord. Because of the pressure from the
increasing workload and boring life style,
my father became an alcoholic. At that
time, when | was 13 years old, my 15-
year-old sister and |, we started to skip
school in order to take over our father's
work. Seven days a week, we had to
serve 200 to 300 customers per day and
we did not get to go home until 10:30 at
night. Basically, we went through our teen-
age years working in the kitchen. |
remembered telling myself that | needed
to study hard so that may be some day, |
would not have to do this anymore.

Our God is really a gracious and merciful
God, because although I left him he was
always there watching over me. In my
earlier days, | did not know that God has a
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perfect plan for me. All | could think of was
what | should to become somebody, and
how could | study my way out of the
kitchen. Those thoughts eventually
overtook my whole body, mind and heart. |
was not willing to spend any time going to
church. All | wanted to do was study hard
and do well in school. At that time, | was
doing really well in school; however, my
spiritual life was lacking. And | had this
foolish thinking that the churchgoers were
people who had nothing to do in their
lives.

When | was finishing off my last year of
dental school in 1996, my father passed
away. Two years before he died, God sent
a good Christian Brother from China to my
family and re-strengthened my father's
faith. From what my dad had experienced,
| realized the frailty of the human body
and the importance of a spiritual life to a
person. Once again, my father's spiritual
life was restored. | knew that there was
everlasting life after death. With the hope
that | will not go to hell after death, | went
back to the church. However, that old
dream of becoming successful one day
never left me.

| had a plan of how to reach my goal: After
graduating from dental school, in five
years | will receive two more specialty
degrees and become a diplomat for the
American Society of Pediatric Dentistry. In
ten years, | will own more than two dental
health clinics and teach part time in a
dental school. And on top of that, of
course, | wanted to drive nice cars and live
in a big, beautiful house. By the time |
turned 50 years of age, | would retire and
take my wife to travel around the world.
During this whole time, | was planning for
my own future, but | never asked if God
had any plan for me. But rather, | asked
God to fulfill my goals.

By this time, | had become a typical
"Sunday Christian". Every Sunday, | sat at
a corner in the church and as soon as the
service ended | got up quickly and left.
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Brothers and sisters in the church often
called to ask how my wife and | were
doing, and | always thought they were
pretty troublesome. In addition, | did not
understand why Brother Timothy called
me all the time either to invite me to a
church function or to his house for dinner.
Now, | realize that he had seen my
spiritual life was pretty pathetic and did not
want me to keep going on like that. At that
time | did not realize he was concerned for
my spiritual well-being. All | cared about
was my school and job; | did not care at all
about anything else.

My life without the Lord continued to be a
struggle and, although | was moving
closer toward my goal, | was miserable.
When | saw my colleagues using and
competing against one another, | felt
miserable; when | heard my wife nagging
at me, | felt more miserable; when | saw
my patients in pain, | felt even more
miserable. Although, | always considered
myself to be a hard worker and able to
tolerate a lot, this chronic draining and
exhaustion were finally taking a toll on me.
| saw myself getting more irritable and
more ill tempered each day; | could hardly
recognize myself any longer.

| thanked the adorable and merciful Lord
who saw my needs. Although | neglected
him and left him, the Lord watched over
me and never allowed me to bear more
than what | could tolerate. He was
unwilling to see me continue suffering in
the darkness. During the summer
conference this year, | was worried for my
wife's safety from driving the long distance
by herself, so | tagged along to the
conference. My plan initially was to sit in
the last row and take naps every now and
then so | would be energized for other
activities after the conference. However,
something happened: The Holy Spirit
touched me. It woke me up from my nap.
Suddenly, from the scene when the Lord
was beaten, spit on and laughed at, to the
scene when he was nailed on the cross
and shed his precious blood for us, played
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over and over again in my mind. In the
light of Jesus' grace and mercy, | saw my
selfishness and weakness. | knelt down to
the Lord, and cried out to him with regrets:
"1 am so sorry my Lord! | was once lost in
the darkness and in my own sins, but your
love will rescue me from my wickedness.
Lord, | thank you for never having
forsaken me."

After the conference, the Lord placed a
yearning in my heart, and | started my
spiritual walk with the Lord. | was eager to
know this wonderful Lord who is full of
mercy and love. No matter how heavy my
backpack was, | would carry my Bible and
the book The Stream in the Desert with
me. No matter how early | had to be in the
hospital, | would get up a half-hour earlier
to have my morning devotion with the
Lord. No matter how tired | was mentally
and physically after a full day of work, |
was unwilling to give up the chances of
fellowship with my brothers and sisters in
Christ. | knew the Lord was my strength
and my shelter; the Lord is my best friend.
Miraculously, the Lord started to work on
me. At church, when | saw the brothers
and sisters, they became very adorable
and lovable to me. At school, with the
colleagues that | did not like before, | was
able to share about my faith and the Bible.
At home, | was able to study the Bible,
pray, and share the love of God with my
wife. All these things | never thought that |
could do or experience before.

Although, my life began to change, that
old self still lingered around. Continually,
my priority was not straight. The Lord saw
my weakness, so he kept on his plan for
me. On the hot afternoon of September
2nd, 1998, | was driving my Taurus with
sweat dripping down my face (my A/C was
not working at that time). Usually, My wife
liked to tag along wherever | want, but
strangely she was in no mood to go out
with me that day. While | was driving, |
was wondering to myself, why does not
God answer my prayers sometimes?
While | was thinking of this question,
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suddenly, there was a sentence that
spoke to me vividly out of nowhere. |
heard: "Seek His kingdom and His
righteousness and all these things will be
added on to you." This is an experience
that | never had before; | was
dumbfounded for a while. Although it was
such a hot day, | was shivering. My heart
felt so joyful at the moment that | cried like
a baby. | did not care if people were
watching me outside. Not knowing what
was really meant by that, | guessed that
God wanted me to seek his kingdom and
righteousness first and he would help me
accomplish my goals. But, God's wisdom
was beyond my comprehension. The next
week, the Lord personally taught me what
He meant.

Coincidentally, | became extremely busy
that week. Many things were happening at
the same time. | had many school projects
and papers due that week, my research
defense was on that Tuesday, surgery
cases on Wednesday, | was suppose to
baby sit on Friday, and finally give my
testimony on Sunday. | was in great
distress, so | began to worry. But | still
praised the Lord and had my daily
devotion. | laid down all my burdens to
Him because | knew that He is a God who
cares. Praise to the Lord, He taught me
and communicated with me each morning:
"? He saw the disciples straining at the
oars;" "blessed are all who wait for him;"
and "God is our refuge and strength, an
ever present help in trouble." All these
words spoke to my heart. They filled my
needs and urged me to go on everyday.
The words that the Lord gave me (seek
his kingdom and righteousness and
everything else will be added unto you)
was like it was place on the other side of a
foggy window, every time | wipe the
window it gets clearer. Until the day |
finished my defense, | saw the words
more clearly than ever before. What | saw
was not my dreams, fancy cars, big
houses, pride or selfishness, it was a
heavenly scene. | realized that the
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heavenly kingdom and its glory were the
things that really matter. What | should be
going after are the great blessings from
Heaven. | saw that God is almighty and
gracious. At that moment, | was totally
broken down. The first thought that came
to me was that | do not deserve it, simply
because | am a sinner. My old dreams of
becoming successful were shattered. All
of sudden, that colorful worldly living that |
used to search after lost its color and |
realized that all worldly things are
perishable and unreliable. | was
embarrassed because | was foolish
before. Finally, | understood what Timothy
meant when he said, "The Love of the
Lord is so sweet and joyful, much so that |
am unwilling to go back to my old self but
willing to follow Christ for the rest of my
life!"

The Lord really loves the sinners like me.
Once | was unwilling to know the Lord and
| forsook him. But the Lord died for my
sins; how could he not understand my
weakness and ignorance. He said, "For |
have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners." | am a sinner who received grace
from Him, not only will He allow me to
obtain life, but also He will make it more
abundant.

Before closing, | would like to share
something my father shared with me on
his deathbed. He expressed that all his
life, he regretted spending most of his time
attending to his own business and not
enough on what God had planned for him.
Now, it was all too late. He wanted me to
learn from his mistake. "Learn early to
obey and walk with the Lord throughout
your whole life," he said, "and surely you
will be blessed." The Lord took pity on my
father and on me. One week after my
father passed away, | dreamt that my
father's old cancerous and decayed body
no longer existed. It took the new form of a
perfect body and was happily running
around in a beautiful place. | knew then
that God took him home.
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| urge any person who does not know this
merciful Lord, please believe His promise:
" Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and
you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you." He is a truly living God. All you
need to do is open up you heart to Him,
He will become your personal savior and
lead you on to the path of eternal
salvation.

Joseph Cheng



