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I WAS SAVED BY HIS GRACE
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As a child, he was gifted with excellent
memory, but was treated as if having
learning disability. As an outstanding
scientist in the field of artificial intelligence,
he has had extraordinary breakthrough,
but was deceived and taken advantage by
ruthless businessmen. As a former
president of a hi-tech company, he had
once owned much money and power, but
lost all overnight. In the depth of his
affliction, God came to seek him, and he
now owns joy and peace that can never
be taken away. The following is the story
of Brother Sam Ang:

| was born in a very disharmonious family.
My mother was arranged to be married to
my father when she was born. Therefore,
their marriage did not have a solid
foundation but full of conflicts. My father
was like a dominator and every family
member was afraid of him. My mother
could not divorce my father because |
being the oldest son did not want to live
with my father. As a result, my mother put
all her hope on me.

| was gifted with an excellent memory
capacity that enabled me to memorize
things at one glance. However, my
mother being an uneducated woman did
not recognize my unusual gift but forced
me to memorize things again and again.
Being an obedient child, | ended up
repeatedly reading things | already
memorized. After constantly under
pressure from my mother and family
problems, | gradually developed
psychological and behavioral disorders.

| would repeat many simple acts from
dawn to dark and could not stop. For
example, | would wash my hands all day
long to a point that the skin of my hand
peeled off. This kind of repetition would
stop after a while, but reoccur later.
Another example is that in the class |
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could only jot down the first sentence
teachers wrote or focused on the first
sentence teachers said. Therefore, many
times | ended up with withdrawing from
school. | did not know until in high school
year that a psychiatrist diagnosed that |
suffered a sickness called "Compulsive
Obsessive Behavior".

During the period from 12 to 27 years old,
| suffered much because of this sickness.
| was full of fear and the sense of
inferiority. My unusual behavior and
Japanese style name had made me a
teasing object of schoolmates.
Regardless the good grades | strived to
obtain, no one would be my friend. My
family even thought | was possessed in
some way and tried to perform many
superstitious acts on me. My mother even
gave me a very ugly nickname, which
further jeopardize my already difficult
adolescence.

My grandfather had great impact on me.
He loved me very much. However,
because of being betrayed by friends
when | was seven years old, he suffered
metal illness. He had tried to commit
suicide six times without success. | often
sat with him all night long to keep him
company for about ten years. My heart
was full of the shadow of death and had
no hope for my life.

During my high school years, | received
treatment for four years and had no
improvement. My doctor told me that only
seventeen cases similar to mine existed
worldwide at that time. Victims of my kind
of sickness either commit suicide or move
into mental hospital. He was amazed at
the fact that | still managed to live on. |
also sensed that deep in my heart, there
was a strong will that motivated and
supported me to do well, even to excel.
My doctor advised me to leave my family
for a while. Therefore, | left Singapore
and went to England as well as Canada
for advanced study.
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All the time, | still could not concentrate in
the class, or take proper notes. | could not
even read letters from my family because
they would trigger the reoccurrence of my
sickness. Nevertheless, no matter how
painful | was, my will power remained
strong and urged me to finish my study.

Later on, | went to University of Southern
California (USC) for Ph.D. study with a
major of Artificial Intelligence. The topic of
my dissertation was "Medical Expert
System". | had a significant breakthrough
within a short period of time. My study
would have become a milestone in the
medical history. However, | realized that
what my advisors were interested in was
individual economic benefit from this
breakthrough, not its medical benefit to
members of general public. They even
tempted to take over my study. In great
disappointment, | left USC.

Although my growing process is full of
suffering and frustration. | was motivated
to continuously work hard. It was by the
influence of my grandfather and a famous
Japanese writer who said that "Sakura
dies immediately after its blossoms."

Soon after | left USC, | jointed venture with
friends to start a software company. We
developed valuable products within three
years. Therefore, we successfully
attracted some well-off investors.
Although that product had not been put on
market, its fair value reached US$100
million. Our company was a record
breaking example in San Jose, one of the
most technologically advanced city in the
nation. | was one of the major
shareholders. | worked very hard and
seldom went home. The highest record
was staying in the office for 35 days and
lost 28 pounds.

In 1991, my company had competent
employees, strong capital, promising
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market prospect and outstanding
products. | had wealth and power that
many envied. However, right at that time,
| suddenly felt very tired and was puzzled
at the meaning of my life. | had a strong
urge to end my life because things |
worked very hard for could not bring me
joy and true satisfaction. To a point, |
deny myself completely and was reluctant
to live on.

Just at that critical timing, | heard a voice
speak to me: "Cast down all your
burdens!" It was the Lord's voice. Even
though it was very simple, it was full of
love and authority. | can not fully describe
the impact of these words on me. Since
childhood, | have carried many burdens
on my shoulder. Simple words from the
Lord miraculously set me free. All my
burdens fell off, and | experienced great

joy.

A minister once told me a story about an
old farmer who carried two buckets of
water and walked on the dirt road. A nice
driver stopped, invited him to get on his
truck and took the old man to his
destination. However, in order to show
appreciation for the driver's kind invitation,
the old man standing in the back of the
truck decided to leave the two buckets of
water on his shoulder, for he did not want
to add more burden to the driver. | did not
realize the meaning of the story at the time
and thought that farmer was foolish.

In the same period of time, my best friend
left the company due to politics. However,
he was therefore saved and later on went
to seminary. He eventually became a
minister. My wife and my mother-in-law
were also saved by the Lord through him.
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After being saved, | still worked very hard.
However, | stopped going to church
because my learning disability. | could not
fully understand the pastor's teaching, nor
could | understand Bible.

My company was supported by a wealthy
investment group, which tempted to take
over the company. They bought all friends
who worked closely with me. In those four
years, | invested all my time and money,
but lost them all at the end. | was forced to
leave the company and was accused of a
huge amount of debt. At that time, my
wife was pregnant with our second child.
We lost medical insurance, and did not
have money to pay rent, not to mention
the money to file lawsuit against that
wealthy group. The only thing | could do
was to pray. Marvelously, that investment
group and their attorney had dispute
between themselves. Therefore, their
lawsuit against me could not continue.

My wife had prenatal Diabetes, so our
baby could not grow normally. Our doctor
even suggested us to abort it. | really had
a hard time accepting the fact that | who
once owned almost everything in the world
suddenly lost them all overnight, even to a
point could not keep my own child. In the
depth of our darkest moment, | and my
wife prayed to God in one accord.

In our time of need, many of our friends
purposely kept a distance from us. Even
my relatives regarded me as a loser. Not
only did | not obtain any help from them,
but was teased by them a lot. Only God,
when all things fail, never changes,
despite the fact that we once left Him.
Time after time, His love filled our hearts.

Thank the Lord who kept us when all
things failed. He gave us a premature but
healthy little girl. | finally realized that |
have been like that foolish farmer who did
not fully unload his burden.
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We left San Jose, He has changed my
life. | am healthy, happy and able to
appreciate things around me. | have
obtained peace and joy beyond my wildest
dream. Thank the Lord for His blessing
and keeping power. The goal in my life
now is to pursue the Lord with other
Christian brothers and sisters.

Brother Sam Ang



